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repealed by the various Legislatures and local city council.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Senator. S enators, this is
what you are going to do. You are going to take a man 50
years old and his 20 year old son and that 50 year old man
can go out and roll in the gutter dead drunk. He can bump
into old ladies, old men, children. He can regurgitate all
over the public sidewalk and you are not going to do a thing
to him under Nebraska law and he is fallen down drunk and
there is no penalty for it. But by the same token you could
take a 20 year old husband and wife who get a babysitter and
leave the one year old at home and they go to a restaurant
and they have p i zz a and say , "And b r i n g u s a bee r . " And b y
golly, you are going to give them a st iff penalty for
drinking a beer. But somebody that gets fallen down drunk
there is no p enalty. You talk about germaneness, I'm
tal k i n g about s i l l i nes s . I sn ' t t hat si l l y ? Of cou r se , w e
all know why there is no penalty for public drunkenness,
because we'd lose millions of federal dollars if we made
that a crime. Now we don't lose any money by telling 20
year ol d s t h ey can ' t d r i nk , so we wi l l do t h at . We wi l l
look asinine to the people and particularly to the young
people because money talks. So if you don't want anybody to
drink under 21, you provide a penalty. But once they get
over 21 you say to them, okay, son, now that you are 21 you
can get fallen down stupid drunk...

PRESIDENT: Four minutes have expired.

SENATOR HIGGINS: ...and we are not going to do a thing to
you. You are old enough now to make a fool of yourself.
You are old enough now to be a public spectacle but don' t
you do it one minute before you are 21 or we are going to
penalize you. That is why I think this bill is ridiculous
and I repeat again, you are cr eating another class of
criminal because you are not going to make somebody 20 quit
drink i n g an d t h at i s w hy I wou l d ho p e in t h i s i nst anc e w e
would overrule the Chair and make this good amendment that
will really address the problem of drinking with youngsters.
You take away their automobile and you think you took away
their life. I b elieve this amendment will solve all the
problems that Senator Nichol and Senator Hoagland want to
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